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Amatent Performances, 


—_—_— 


ST. GEORGE'S HALL. 
THE WIDOW FLEXMAN’S BENEFIT. 
® On Thursday last, the 7th inst. a great success 
was attained |by many members of the various 
Amateur Ciubs forming themselves into a Com- 
mittee, to aid and assist the much respected 
widow of the late John Flexman, proprietor of 
the Eclectic Hall, Denmark-street, Soho. Mr 
Flexman was much respected by Amateur Drama- 
tic members who used his theatre for the last 20 
years. The well-known Mr Darkie formed acom- 
mittee, and took upon himself the arrangement 
of the praiseworthy j*ffort, aided by Messrs Harri- 
son Wickens, Gaston, Radway, Coffery, Cantor, 
Norman, Brown, Albert, Kennady, Stuart, Major, 
Williams, Thomas, Evans, and a host of others 
whose names we cannot recollect. We were much 
pleased to see the theatre so well attended, not a 
seat being unoccupied, and even the line of pas- 
sage crowded by highly respectable gentlemen 
standing all the evening. The performance com- 
menced with the farce entitled the Sleeping 
Draught, which afforded much amusement by the 
humorous acting of Messrs Co. m, Canton, Ed- 
mond Vivian, and Misses Percy and Florence. 
These two young ladies played with good effect, 
and were much applauded, after which Miss 
Florie Thompson daoced a jig and the sailor’s 
hornpipe witb artistic skill and agility, and met 
with an unanimous encore. The splendid comedy, 
The School for Scandal, followed, and jthe parts 
were well cast and ably recited. The Sir Peter 
Teazle of Mr Gaston was very commendable, he 
being well up in the dialogue, and having a per- 
fect idea of the author’s meaning, which he carried 
out in many instances, with good effect. In the 
quarrel scene with Lady Teazle there was a want 
of passionate dignity and more action. His best 
scene was that with Joseph Wise. He comes and 
tells him of his lady’s conduct. Here he was at 
home and it is evident (hat he is seen to more ad- 
Vantage in the sentimental than the comic. He 
is most careful in his readings, and is too good a 
judge not to neglect making points tell with the 
audience whenever there is an opportunity to do 





so, and the whole, for the first appearance in the 
character, to say the least of it, we consider it a 
highly commendable and judicious piece of acting. 
Mr Albert as Sir Oliver was good by parts but 
was deficient in business and jolly humour ; now 
and then he came out a little stronger, but he did 
not keep it up sufficiently. Mr G, C. Radway 
gave an excellent portrait of the real Joseph. Is 
this his natural character in realii'y? If not he 
made itso; it had all the humiliating deceit 
about it that got the better of Sir Peter's under- 
standing, and his attempt in the second scene to 
explain the awkward situation he was pl«ced in 
was most judiciously acted. Had the autbor been 
present he could not have been otherwise than 
pleased. Mr C. Caffery as Charles Surface look- 
ed and acted with spirit ; a little more buoyancy 
would have brightened his acting there was not 
sufficient action and playfulness or gaicty that is 
expected from a rakish spendthrift; however, he 
warmed up in the part as he proceeded, and got 
through the part creditably. It was a pity his 
friend Sir Harry Bumper broke down in the song. 
Mr Cantor acted the part of Rowley with ease, and 
Mr F, Caffery did all that was required in the 
character of Careless. Mr Norman, as Snake 
should have been a little more in the grass. He 
showed his roguish design too prominent and 
rather too soon; he is a useful actor, and is 
generally well up to the mark. Moses was in the 
hends of Mr Kennedy, who has had an appren- 
ticeship on the stage, and seldom if ever fails to 
leave a pleasing impression behind him, but he 
spoke so low that at the extremity of the hall he 
was scarcely heard. His acting was as usual 
amusing. Sir Benjamin Backbite was hardly sar- 
castic enough; if Mr Long had to play it again 
no doubt he would make the part more promivent. 
Mr Comm, as Crabtree, did what the part aliowed 
very fairly, Mr Baker, as the servant Trip, did 
not enter into the foppish consequential fo stman, 
and left out much of ‘he dialogue. The smaller 
parts were well filled by Messrs Clarke, Giover, 
King, Robertson, and Thompson. ‘The Lady 


Teazle of Miss C. Gordon, is too well kuowu to re- 
quire any comment from us ; suttice it to say she 
acted in her usual spirited and ladylike manner. 
Mrs Montague as Mrs Candour is all that could be 
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desired, it was full of grace and ladylike deport- 
ment, lively, and most superbly dressed. This 
lady is a pattern for amateur ladies, and we are 
surprised she is not at a regular theatre. She 
would be a great acquisition to the Haymarket or 
the Lyceum ; she played the part admirably. Miss 
Humpries as Lady Sueerwell, was very good, and 
Miss Thomas, as Maria. was interesting. Miss A. 
Gordon, as Lady Teazle’s Maid is very much im- 
proved in her acting. 

After the comedy a general call demanded the 
principal before the curtain. The last piece was 
High Life Below Stairs, but we did not stay to see 
it, being very late and miserably cold. The band 
was a very efficient one and the dresses by Harri- 
son, of Bow-street, unusually new, sparkling and 
appropriate. Mr Darkie, the manager, is deserv- 
ing of being complimented for his excellent tact 
and arrangements, coupling his assistances. No 
doubt the widow, Mrs Flexman, is grateful for 
their kindness. 


Sr Guoran’s THeatre, Langham-place — A 
fashionable audience assembled at the above 
elegant theatre on Saturday, December 2, to wit- 
ness a performance of Bulwer Lytton’s play of 
Richelieu, being for the benefit of Mr J. Faulkner. 
Soou after the opening of the doors the sofa stalls 
in the area of the building were filled, the style 
of the company mav be imagined, when we in- 
form our readers that the whole of the tickets 
for this portion of the theatre had been disposed 
of at half-a-guinea each. At seven o'clock the 
Curtain rose upon the now hackneyed tarce of 
Box and Cox, supported by Messrs Williamson 
and H. Bernton. ‘This was evidently placed upon 
the bills to enable the audience to comfortably 
seat themselves before the real business of the 
evening commenced. Shortly before eight the 
curtain rose upon the first scene of R chelieu. 
Several of the characters we were informed were 
filled at extremely short notice by members of 
the * Belgrave Strollers Dramatic Club ” but this 
was not voticed in front, the whole of the gentle- 
men engaged in the play being perfect in the 
lines and entirely dispensing with the prompter’s 
services. Mr J. Faulkner as Richelieu gave a 
clever rendering of the character of the wily 
Cardinal. We were given to understand that this 
gentlewan’s conception of Richelieu has been 
confirmed by no less a personage than Lord 
Lytton himself, although to our mind there was 
a certain lack of dignity in some of the scenes. 
This was amply atoned for by the careful study 
this gentleman has evidently given to the char- 
acter, and the force aud subtlety he displayed in 
the great scenes. His interview withDe Maupratt 
and Julie in the first and third acts, and the 
scene of bis mock death were particularly good. 
Mr F. Stafford was an excellent Baradas, the crafty 
villainy of the part being most ably depicted. 
Mr George Field as the Chavalier De Maupratt 
had a part exactly suited to him; his skilful 
rendering of the character gained him the sym- 
pathy of the audience from the beginning to the 
end of the play, his exit in the first scene, and 
his scene with the Cardinal at the evd of the 
third act, receiving a prolonged round of applause. 
He bad a most valuable coadjutor in Miss Kate 
Rivers as Julie De Mortemar, the orphan ward of 





Richelieu. We never remember seeing this 
charming actress jo a part that suited her better, 
the depth of feeling she displayed in some of 
the scenes and the grace of her movements 
thoroughly erlisted the audience im her favour, 
but we need say eothing further in the way of 
compliment to this lady who is too well known 
to the frequenters of St George’s Theatre to need 
any comment from our pen. At the close of 
the play she was rewarded by a couple of very 
handsome bouquets thrown to ber in response to 
a vigorous call for the whole of the principal 
characters. Mr Bonhomme g.ve a careful read- 
ing of the King. The Duke of Orleans io hands 
of Mr Williamson was a decided failure, being en- 
tirely out of his line. Francois had au excellent 
representative in Miss Maude De Grey a lady not 
unknown, we believe, to the profes:ional boards. 
This lady has a fine appearance avd pleasing 
voice, her rendering of the character was all that 
could be desired. De Beringham found an 
efficient actor in Mr Sydney Coverdale Light 
comedy is evidently this gentleman’s forte. A 
special word of praise must be awarded to Mr T. 
J. Monkton’s Joseph, the crafty character of 
Richelieu’s priestly confident had evidently being 
made the subject of a careful study. Mr Stuart’s 
Huguet was extremely good for a first appearance. 
The handsome and correct costumes were sup- 
plied by Mr Ifarrison, the suits of real armour 
worn by the conspirators being greatly admired, 
An efficient orchestra under the direction of Mr 
Juseph R W. Harding played several operatic 
selections in first-rate style during the evening. 
Mr Faulkner must certainly be complimented 
upon the success of the entertainment and the 
excellent arrangements both before and behind 
the curtain. [In consequence of our illness we 
could not possibly attend in person to witness the 
above performance, and we were entirely in the 
hands of our very able and t#lented sub-editor, 
who has had a thirty years expcrience, and who 
is always strictly impartial, but having just re- 
ceived the above from a well known friend on the 
press out of respect to him we publish the above. 
Eprror. } 


ST. GeorGe’s THEATRE.—The following well- 
known pieces were cuacted by amateurs on the 
4th inst., being in aid of the family of Mr Layt: 
Done on Both Sides, Monsieur Jacques, aud 
Milky White. Great enthusiasm prevailed 
amongst the numerous friends of the actors, Mr 
Webb, as White, aod Mr Deck as the cowboy, 
coming in for the lion’s share of the applau-e ; 
nor was Mr McKean’s clever version of the half- 
starved composer Jacques unappreciated. Miss 
Hodson was very engaging, both as Annie 
White and the Frenchman’s daughter, Mrs 
Newbery re-appe»red in the part of Mrs Sad- 
drip. The Mvbawk Minstrels also put io an 
appearance. 


SouTnh LoNDoN AsSEMBLy RooMs.—Another 
entertaivment was given by the Vaudeville Club 
last Friday, in which the Misses Pelham and 
Miss Such (ladies whose services are invariably 
engaged for these performances) took part. 4 
Cozy Couple, »nd a new burlesque, in four acts, 
cailed The Pirate, replete with word-tortaring 
were offered to the audience for acceptance, an 
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as may be supposed, readily found favour with 
the ensily-pleased ladies and gentlemen who 
honour these proceedings with their presence, 
Mr Thomas, author and actor, being one of the 
most prominent members of the club. 


BirkBeck INsTiTUTE.—As a matter of course 
every dramatic club must have its Honeymoon. 
Miss Susauna Mills appeared here as Juliana, 
Miss Lewis as Volante, and Miss Nicholls as 
Zamra, last Friday, and were fairly successful. 
Mr Parry was dignified ; and the Rolando of Mr 
Gilliam, and the Balthazar of Mr Pinero, were 
good. In the Comical Countess, the opening 
comedietta, Mr and Mrs Douglas played with 
considerable effect. ‘Ihe theatre was, as usual, 
very full, and the absence of scenic appliances 
continues very regrettable. 


The Theatres, &. 


Ave.put.—The Hidden Treasure does not seem 
to be a very great success “t this house, and the 
present week will, we believe, see the end of its 
career. We are rather surprised that the failure 
of Deadman’s Point was not a warving to the 
Management against trusting too much to 
mere sensation. Votre Dame had other merits 
beyond the fall of the Goblin Monk, or it never 
would have attained the lengthened run it did, 
Mrs Joho Wood appears here in the Christmas 
burlesque. 





Britannia.—Mr James Anderson is going 
through a role of bis favourite characters to 
crowded audiences who seem to appreciate his 
acting. On Monday and following evenings 
Macbeth was produced, when Mr James Anderson 
gave a striking and spirited impersonation of the 
Thane of Cawdor, All through the piece this 
gentleman acted with judgment, and his perform- 
ance was over and over again applauded. Miss 
Seaman, who appeared as Lady Macbeth, gave 
some importance to the part by her fine and clear 
delivery. Her acting, especially in the scene 
where she upbraids her husband after the murder, 
was powerlul and dramatically effective. Her 
reception was enthusiastic. Mr Reynolds was a 
gvod Macduff, and the same may be said of Mr 
W. H. Pitt’s Banquo. 


Grecian.—Oo Thursday a new drama by Mr 
W. James, who has for many years been con- 
nected with the establishment, was produced, 
under the title of Never Despair. Some pains 
has evidently been taken in the constuction of tbe 
piece. Taking the piece as a whole it will, with 
some judicious alterations, no doubt have a run. 
Its story is simple and briefly told. Henry Lay- 
ton marries, but soon discovers that his wife 1s 
false to him, and is in reality the mistress of his 
early schoolfellow, Robert Dare. The husband 
and wife separate, and some years or so after Lay- 
ton hearse that his wife is dead, and scon. marries 
an old flame, one Flora Rainford. No sovner is 
this marriage accomplished than Layton fiods 
that he has been deceived about his first wite’s 
death, for shortly after that lady eappyars, A 





quarrel between her and Dare about some money 
leads to the rascal killing her, for which he is at 
last brought to book. Miss Henderson, who ap- 
peared as Flora, acted her part with much tender- 
ness and pathos, and was well received. Mr 
James was the husband, and Mr Sennett Dare. 
Mr Jackson made the part of the detective of 
some importance. Mr Manning and Miss Victor 
(the lady especially) were very humorous as the 
owners of a public-house. Mr Ro:s was com- 
mendable in a small part, and the young lady 
who appeared as the first wife of Layton gained 
approval for her impersonation. The piece was 
well received. Mr Macdermott, who appeared as 
the Irishman in The Happy Man was eutbusias- 
tically welcomed. Mr James is a great favourite 
here and his benefit was a regular bumper, the 
audience being one of the most respectable we 
have witnessed for some time. 


Lyceum.—Mr Bateman has at length turned 
up a trump card and Mr Henry Irving has made 
the hit of the season. Our readers must be 
already aware of the unmistakeable talent of Mr 
Irving, but most assuredly the very highest hopes 
are more than realised in the marvellous represen- 
tation of Mathias in the adaptation of MM. 
Erckmavn-Chatrain’s dramatic study, the Polish 
Jew, produced at this theatre under the title of 
The Bells. The transJator, Mr Leopold Lewis, is 
to be heartily congratulated on having produced 
a striking and compact little drama, and Mr 
Bateman has evidently spared no pains in order to 
present the play suitably before the audience. 
The great feature, however, is Mr Irving’s render- 
ing of the chief chazacter, the character in fact, 
for the rest of the personages introduced are 
quite subordinate, though we should not omit Mr 
Herbert Cre!lin’s really admirable performance in 
the slight part of the lover of the burgomaster’s 
daughter. Our readers are, no doubt, by this 
time familiar with the plot of this dram, so we 
need not repeat it bere. To return to Mr Irving 
—rarely indeed have we witnessed such intense 
excitement in a theatre as that with which the 
audience breathlessly follow the almost appalliug 
revelation, while under the influence of the 
mesmeric sleep, of the murder committed fifteen 
years previously. The silence in the house 1s 
almost ,painful, and when the end comes and 
Mathias falls dead alter the terrible excitement of 
his dream, a thrill of borror literally runs through 
the whole house. A more vivid representation of 
death we have never seen. The convulsive 
twitch of the limbs, the fixed glare and dropped 
jaw are terrible to look at. Such acting is 
wonderful. It isa perfect study and carries with 
it a strong moral in the most impressive manner 
possible. We can truly say that Mr Irving bas 
proved himself to be the finest melo-dramatic 
actor that we now possess, and a bright ornament 
to the Englieh stage. 


Continued on page 379. 
—-_-—oo 


Mr J. T. Dovglass’s pantomime at the Standard 
Theatre (for which great novelties are promwired) 
is to be called The Butterfly Queen. Mr Jthuny 
Johns is to be the clown. 
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NOLICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Omnes.—Please to state what play of Shakepere’s is considered 
his be-t effurt.—You do not »tate whether tragedy or come 
dy. There are various opinions: many think Humlet; we 
are of opinion Macbeth. 

Sapcer’s Wer:s.—Who dramatised Rob Roy?--We believe 
old Terry of the Adelphi Theatre 

An O_p Reaper begs to congratulate the Proprictor of this 
Journal u.on obtaining the thi. ty-second voluine, and also 
to assure him he shall continue his sub-cription. 

R. W. Harpine will see we have complied with his request. 

Aspirant.—If your name is in a good bill the salary would be 
about Sis. per week. 

Darkie is thanked. 


IMPORTANT. 


GH It is requested that all business communications and 
advertisements (prepaid) be sent to the Printers, 3354, Strand 
(top floor); but all private letters, tickets for performances, 
a Mr W. BESTOW, 20, Freperick-street, King’s Oross- 
road. 





LIST OF AGENTS! FOR THE SALE OF THE 
THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 

ALLEN, Warwick-lane, City. 
BELL, 8t. John-street-road. 
BROWN, 202, Kensington-park-road, Notting-hill. 
COX, Drury-lane. 
DICK, King’s-cross-road. 
HARRIS, Biackfriars-road. 
HIL, Gray’s-inn-road. 
HOPCKOFT, .6, Little Queen-street, Holborn. 
LAUY, 89, Strand, 
NUNN, 63, Ledbury-road, Westbourne-grove, W 
PATTIE, Ivy-lane, City. 
PLUMMER, Theobalds-road. 
POTTER, St. John-street-road. 
PURKISS, 60, Compton-street, Soho. 
RICHARDS, W., 7, Tachbrook-street, Pimlico. 
ROBERTS, JAMES, 195, Shoreditch. 
STEVENS, 42, Tottenham-court-road. 
STEVENS, Goswell-street. 
VICKERS, 317, Strand. 
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS OF AMUSEMENTS 


I Lerr school when I was twelve years of 
age. I was always tond of the play, and 
when I arrived in London teased my father 
to take me. Ina few days after my arrival 
I saw a bill in a window, headed *‘ Covent 
Garden, Nov. 17, 1800.—His Majesty’s Ser- 
vants will play the popular comedy of the 
Man of the Werld by special desire,”—so I 
plagued my good-natured father until he con- 
sented tc take me, as I was sure to see the 
king and queen. This was in the reign of 
George the Third and Queen Cherlotte. 

It is unnecessary to state the difficulty of 
getting into the pit on such an occasion. 
However, this was accomplished after an 
hour’s squeeze. ‘Tbe theatre looked dull, 


and by no means what I anticipated, the 
chendelicrs round the dress boxes being 


lighted with wax candles and the footlights 
on the stage with ol, which had a dirty and 
by no means a pleasing appearance. As soon 
as their majesties arrived the whole audience 
rose, the curtain was drawn up, and the 
whole company appeared upon the stage. The 
national anthem was then sung by C. Incle- 
don, Mrs Billington, &e. 

George Frederick Cooke at this period was 
the great actor in the character of Sir Perti- 
nax MacSycophant. The theatre was crowded 
in every part, and the audience consisted of 
the élite of that period. His Majesty ap- 
peared to take particular notice of the acting. 
He used a large opera-glass, which in these 
days would be called a telescope. The Queen 
did not appear to notice the performance par- 
ticularly, but frequently seemed to be more 
interested by looking at the audience, and 
applying her fingers to her nose, which ever 
and anon she took from a pounced box richly 
covered with precious stones called diamonds 
and rubies. 


I sing, I sing of the good times older, 
When men than women they were the bolder, 
When bills were short and credit shorter, 
And from malt and hops they brew’d the porter. 
They were the times for games and gambols, 
When Oxford-street was notbiug but brambles, 
With hedges and ditches and ponds of water ; 
But now there’s nothing but bricks and mortar. 
Sing ob! sing ob! I can but grieve 
For the good old days of Adam aod Eve, 
Now this very place which is here cover’d over 
Wasa field of wheat or perbaps of clover ; 
Two or three trees for the ca'tle to get under 
Out of the way of the lightning and thunder, 
No sound was beard but the sweet birds singing, 
Except sometimes the London bel's a-ringing ; 
But now the birds far away are fied, sirs, 
And we are the dicky birds that sing in their 
stead, sirs, 
Sing oh! 
When Sadier’s Wells was out of town, sirs, 
Aud rope-dancers here guined great, repewn, 
SITS ; 
When Joe Grimaldi made grimaces, 
And 10 the yard were puny races. 
At that time, too, the boys came fishing, 
But vow the river bas not a dish in; 
Tbe river is vow all cover’d over, 
Aud,the boys are told they can fish at Dover. 
Sing oh! 


ee 


A performance took place at Drury-lane 
Theatre on Wednesday in aid of the sufferers 
from the late Chicago fire. Mr Chatterton 
invited the whole of the inmates of the Dramatic 
College to witness 2ebecca, paid their fare up and 
down, and regaled them witb a substantial 
dinner. The proceeds of the performance (£260) 
were handed by the worthy lessee to the American 
minister. This was telegraphed to the Mayor of 
Chicago, who sent a reply thanking Mr Chatterton 





for his munificent generosity. 
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THEATRES. 
Continued from page 395. 

Otympic.—During the absence of Miss Ada 
Dyxs trom her duties at this theatre, in conse- 
quence of the lamented death of her mother 
(Mrs Edward Dyas), her place has been fiiled by 
Miss Marie Henderson. The talent and ability 
of this lady have thus again been more promi- 
nently brought before the public notice. Her 
rendering of the dual and very difficult parts of 
Laura Fairlie and Anne Catherick was worthy of 
high praise. Mr Vining’s Count Fosco, which 
has been the bone of contention amongst some of 
the newspaper critics, is evidently in favour with 
the audiences who nightly fill the theatre and for 
our part we are certainly of opinion that Mr 
Vining plays the character better than any one elee 
could bave done, excepting only Mr Chas. 
Fechter, whom the part would have fitted exacily. 
Apropos of Fosco, we may mention that Mr 
Vining has instituted proceedings against the 
publishers of a weekly contemporary tor an 
alleged libel contained in their issue of the 18th 
ult. Witbout entering upon the merits of this 
case at present, we may remark that we are con- 
vinced that the article in question did not (as it 
professed to do) represent the feeling of the entire 
London press upon the subject. 


SapLer’s Wetis.—A great variety of favourite 
plays bave been produced at this theatre 
latterly— Othello, Catherine Howard, Hamlet, Rob 
Roy, and a variety of favourite farces and after- 
pieces. We now find the house will be closed for 
a few nights to make the necessary preparations 
for the forthcoming pantomime which 1s to be 
upon an elaborate scale, the title »f which is 
founded upon the amusing story of Jack and Gill. 
Mr Belton is a most spirited manager and 
appears to be regardless of expense to endeavour 
to produce novelty and we hope he will succeed 
in his praiseworthy efforts. 


Sapier’s Weits.—Prompted by a desire to 
contrast the two styles of acting—amateurs and 
professionals—we went to this theatre last Wed- 
nesday to see Speed the Plough, a comedy rarely 
revived in London. Fresh from our recent visit 
to a suburban establishment where some clever 
amateurs had dished up this excellent old play. 
we were naturally in anticipation of forming a 
judgment somewhat damnatory as affects those 
who merely play at acting. In justice to these 
last, however, we feel bound to give a verdict 
highly in their favour. It is true that Lewis 
Ball, that genial and good actor, in delineating 
Farmer Ashfield must distavce all non-profes- 
sional competitors, whilst the many accomplish- 
ments possessed by Mr Belton (Bob) are not 
expected in less practised hands. But on the 
other side the palm of merit must be awarded 
to the less known impersonators of the pére 
nobles of Morton’s comedy. Mr Rolfe overshot 
the mark on one or two occasions, especially 
when Sir Philip narrates the particul«rs of the 
murder; and Sir Abel in the hands of Mr 
Sanger was represented as a chétif old man in- 
stead of a fine, hale middle-aged gentleman; 
fidgetty aud nervous, rather than selt-possessed, 
aud “gagging” unblushingly from first to last. 


The minor parts were fairly douegbut the chief ' 








merit over the amateurs lay in their superior 
knowledge of by-plays and stage business. The 
uncurbable Lady Handy was well conceived by 
Miss Helen Cowle; to our thinking she was the 
best of the ladies Miss A. Austin’s voice was 
toodeep and her manner too disingenuous for 
Emma Blandford, and Susan was not only in- 
effectively acted, but inappropriately dressed, 
We can assure our amateur friends that many 
scenes which when they played received the 
warmest applause, were unnoticed by the audience 
last week, and that they have every reason, on 
the whole, to be satisfied with their efforts, de- 
spite the coarse, crapulous insults levelled at 
them by certain prejudiced reporters. Gamma. 


StanparD.—Mr J. Douglass is a most active 
and clever manager. He never fails to engage 
the best and favourite actors whenever they come 
witbin his reach, Strong as was the company at 
the Standard Theatre for the performances of 
tragedy it hax been strengthened. Mr H. Marston 
and Mr T. Swinbourne have now received the 
support of Mrs Hermann Vezin on Monday, 
when she played the part of Pauline, and on 
Wednesday Constance, in King John Few of 
Mrs V:zin’s assumptions are more admirable 
than Constance, which, in every gift of woman- 
liness and tenderness, is unsurpassable. Mre 
Vezin’s delivery of the famous lamentation over 
Artbur counmunicated an electric influence to the 
audience, and her entire performance was re- 
ceived with signal tavour. Mr Swinbourne was 
King Joho, Mr Marston Faulconbridge, and Mr 
Hamilton Hubert. Ingomar and Taming the 
Shrew have also been performed. 


Haymarket.—Those who wish well to the 
stage may heartily congratulate Mr Buckstone 
upon the success which attended the production 
of Pygmalion and Galatea at this theatre on 
Saturday evening. The acting was generally 
excellent. Miss Robertson as Galatea, gave 
proof once more of the delicate grace aud rare 
artistic instinct which she possesses. Miss Hill 
as Cynisca, showed a slight tendency to over- 
express the more rehement parts, but was other- 
wise satisfactory. Mr Buckstone cannot help 
being hum »rous, and did full justice to the char- 
acter of Chrysos. The part of Pygmalion re- 
quires more fire and dignity than Mr Kendal 
man«ges to give to it but he certainly looks the 
character well. The dresses were very tasteful 
and appropriate, and scenery excellent. The 
piece was receive with enthusiastic applause, 
both author and actors being called before the 
curtain— Echo. 


ee 

The scholars of St. Peter’s College, West- 
minster, will perform the ** Andrea” of Terence 
on three occasions before breaking up fer the 
Christmas holidays. 

Mr Akhuret’s pantomime at the Royal Alfred 
Theatre is to be called Jack and the Beanstalk. 

In consequence of the illness of the Prince of 
Wales various public entertainments fixed for 
this week have been postponed. Mr Sims Réeves 
was to have sung at a concert at Cambridge on 
Monday, but a bill was posted before the time 
or commencing stating that in consequence of the 


Prince’s illuews Mr Sims Reeves d not sing: 
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' THE PIT DOORS OF DRURY LANE. 


Havine given in our last number a short 
sketch of the frequenters to the gallery door, 
we now proceed to notice the doings at the 
above. These entrances—for there are two, 
one on each side of the theatre—are very 
conveniently situated, having easy access to 
the audience part, for the distance from the 
eutrance to the money-taker is very short, 
and the audience generally endeavour to 
make things as agreeable as circumstances 
will admit of. If there happens to be any 
conversation prior to the opening of the 
doors it generally proceeds from those who 
have a slight knowledge of each other, and 
usually tends to the abilities of particular 
actors. 

Now the opinions are so varied and nume- 
rous that want of space must be our excuse 
for not giving them more fully. ‘The first 
remark generally comes from some young 
gent to a lady,— 

**1’ll make as much room for you, miss, as 
is possible. Pray, which do you prefer, 
tragedy or comedy ?” 

“Ob, sir, comedy. That’s the reason I pre- 
fer going to the Haymarket, there you are 
sure to have a good laugh. Oh, give me 
Buckstone, Chippendale, and Mrs Chippen- 
dale! Then who is there like Miss Sedg- 
wick? she is worth all the rest of the lady 
actresses.” 

‘Now I like tragedy, although we have 
nobody now like old Kean, or C. Young, or 
Macready. Phelps is all very well, but he is 
in borrowed robes from Macready, except in 
Sir Pertinax MacSycophant. In fact, sir, you 
have no actors nowadays,” 

‘You are quite right, sir; nor authors 
either.” 

** Well, gentlemen, I think different. Look 
at the Adelphi, there’s T. C. King, Brittain 
Wright, Irving, J. Ryder, the Rignolds, and 
many others.” 

‘True, true. 
springing up!” 

‘*Phoo! they are only copyists, no origi- 
nality about them, sir ‘a 

“The doors are opening, ladies and gentle- 
men,”’ cry the police. ‘Take care of your 
pockets, but more particularly of what they 
contain.” 


But how the amateurs are 





Oo 
& 





Mra Lane’s benefit at the Britannia Theatre is 
anpouaced tor Monday week, when this popular 
actress will, as usual, be surrounded by the 
numerous ladies aud gentleman connected with 
the theatre in the annual piece of Zhe Britannia 
Festival Mre Lave is held in such high estima- 
tion in Hoxton that the mere mention of her 
benefit must cause the Britannia Theatre to be 
crowded with her numerous admirers. 





MRS FLEXMAN’S BENEFIT AT 
ST GEORGE’S THEATRE. 


A MEETING of the actors engaged in the 
above touk place at the Eclectic Theatre on 
Sunday evening to hand over the amount to 
Mrs Flexman accruing from the performance, 
A large number of ladies and gentlemen 
assembled, amongst whom we noticed Messrs 
R. Ga-ton, T. E. Norman, Radway, Esmond, 
J. Caffrey, S. Caffrey, H. Williams, Major, 
C.ntor, A. Darkie, Harri-on, Stuart, Adams, 
Gomm, and Me-dames Montague, May Jack- 
son, Phillips, A. Percy, Humpreys, &c. After 
a substantial tea was disposed of, Mr Darkie 
read the balance-sheet, which showed a profit 
of £27 38. 5d., which was piesented to Mrs 
Flexman. Several speeches were delivered, 
and everything passed off in a most enjoyable 
manner. Thanks were passed to Mr Harrison 
tor the dresses, Mr Wickens for the wigs, 
and Mr Darkie as manager of the enter- 
tainment. 


a 
QG 





ActioN acarinst Miss AMy Sgepewicw.—At 
the Kingston County Court an action was brought 
by Mr Dean, of the Uxbridge Yeomanry, against 
Miss Amy Sedgwick for the sum of £8 12s. 6d, 
for expenses Incurred In managing an entertain- 
ment at Exeter Hall last February, at which the 
defendant voluntarily took a part,in aid of the 
French Distress Fund. ‘The plaintiff stated that 
he had incurred expenses amounting to £47 12s. 
6d., £39 of which had been refunded tohim. In 
cross-examination by Mr Foard, who appeared 
for the defendant, he admitted that he had 
volunteered his services gratuitously, with the 
exception of expenses out of pocket. One item 
of £1 was for a cab from Kichmond to Uxbridge, 
to arrange about a “ guard of honour” for the 
occasion.—Judgment for £1 was eventually given 
for the plaintiff, costs being refused. 

Mise Marie Henderson, the popular tragedienne, 
baving fulfilled a successful engagement as Queen 
Semarha in The Last of the Race, has been 
specially re-engazed by the Messrs Sangers, of 
Astley’s, to appear as St. George, in the forth- 
cowing pantomime, Lady Godiva. 

The Christmas piece at the Gaiety Theatre will 
be written by Mr W. S. Gilbert with original 
music by Arthur Sullivan, and dresses designed 
by Mr F. Brunton. ‘The subject is the Adventures 
of Thespis amongst the Olympians, and Mr Toole, 
who will play I'hespis, will be supported by an 
increased company. 

Mr Guiver, the treasurer of Drury-lane 
Theatre, announces his benefit for Thursday next. 
Mr Guiver is too well-known for bis urbanity to 
need any comment, aud bis friends wiil, we doubt 
vot, crowd te Old Drury on the night of his 


appeal. 
ine Dyas was buried on Tuesday at Highgate 
Cemetery. The fureral was strictly private, ‘he 
only followers being her husband, Miss Ada 
D.as, Mr George Honey, and a friend, 
Mise Bouverie appears at Sadier’s Wells 


Theatrs on Weduesdsy nest: | 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS, 


ALLIANCE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Manager, Mr A. 
Westbrook ; Secretary, Mr R. Balley, No. 10, Serle- 
street, Lincoln's Inn; to whom all communications 
should be addressed. 


BELGRAVE DRAMATIC CLUB, Established 
1870.—Club room ‘*‘ Queen Arms,” Warwick-street, 
Pimlico, S.W. Acting-Manager, Mr C. Pollett; 
Stage-Manager, Mr E. Christie; Hon. Sec. and 
Treasurer, Mr W, Miller. For particulars as to ad- 
mission, &c., in this select club, apply by letter to the 
Sec. as above. 


BELGRAVE STROLLERS. Registered.—This first- 
class West-End Dramatic Club meet for rehearsal 
every Moncey Evening at 8 o’clock at their Club 
Room at Harris’s Music Library, 33, Rathbone-place, 
W. Musical l-irector, Leader, and Composer, Mr 
Joseph R. W. Harding, R.A.M.; Stage-manager, 
M: George Field; acting manager and secretary, Mr 
Henry Walgrave, to whom all communications must 
be addressed. 


CITY MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY.— 
This Dramatic Class meets for rehearsal every Wed- 
nesday evening at 8 o’clock in Albion Hall, London 
Wall. Manager, Mr F. M. Wenborn; hon. sec. for 
Dramatic Class, Mr A. Tracey Middleton, hon. secs. 
for the Society, Mr J. H. Caseley, and Mr W. Bourne. 


COMEDIANS,.—Meet every Monday evening at 8 
o’slock, at 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy-square, W. All 
applications for admission of new members to be made 
to the secretary at the above address. President and 
secretary, Mr G. Wood. Managers, Messrs Walter 
Franklen and George Pauncefort. 


COMUS DRAMATIC CLUB.—This first-class West- 
End Club assembles every Wednesday evening at 7, 
at 45, Chancery-lane, we. For particulars as to ad- 
mission for members or for performances, apply b 
letter to the Acting-Manager at the Club-room. }. 
> Buckstone, Esq., T. R. Haymarket, Hon. Presi- 

ent. 


MUTUAL DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet every Thurs- 
day evening at 8.30 at the PLouexH Tavern, Museum- 
street, Oxford-street. Manager, Mr B. Conte; 
secretary, Mr Arp. JAMES. Rules may be had on 
application. 


REYNOLDS’ THESPIAN DRAMATIC CLUB, 44, 
Sun-street, «insbury-square, meet for Rehearsal 
every Wednesday evening at 8 o’ch ck; entrance fee, 
1s. ; terms nominal ; members free from all responsi- 
bility ; every requisite procured. Professional instruc- 
tion given; an advantage given over all other drama- 
tic Clubs Performances wiil take place when perfect, 
in which Mr Reynolds will appear, assisted by his 
pupils. For particulars address with stamp for reply, 
to Edwin Reynolds, Tragedian, as above. 


SIDDONIAN DRAMATIC CLUB. Est. 1862.— 
Every Thursday evening at 9 at the ‘ Plough” 
Tavern, Museum-street, Oxford-street. Manager, 
Mr H Williams ; stage-manager, Mr John Caffrey ; 
treasurer, Mr J. Cantor ; secretary, Mr Sam. Thomas. 

THETIS DRAMATIC CLUB. Established 1868.— 
Manager, Mr R. Horsley Woods. Acting Manager 
and Secretary, Mr Cyril J. Mullett. Meetings every 
Wednesday at 8 p.m. This Club is now conducted on 
a novel and origina! system, possessing peculiar ad- 
vantages to members. ies or Gentiemen desirous 
of joining this select club are requested to communi- 
cate with the Manager, at 37, Markham-square, S.W. 








Applications to be addressed as above. 





The long talked of play by Watts Phillips, On 
the Jury, wil be produced at the Princess’s, to- 
morrow (Thursday) wight. Mr Phelps, Me B. 
Webster, anu Mise Furtado appear in it. 





Mr H. Loraine has gained great success at the 
Bristol Theatre in the dua! impersonations in Mr 
Osborne’s drama of The Face in the Moonlight. 
The two characters held by Mr H. Loraine are 
those of a rufhanly convict and a young soldier. 


Mr Maceab» is uvable to continue his enter- 
tainments some evenings during the week. He 
1s, we are plcased to st»te, so far recovered as to 
be able to announce his re-appearance for to- 
morrow at the Charing Cross Theatre. 


Mr Halliday’s Notre Dame has been triumph- 
antly received ty the visitors to the Alexandra 
Thestre, 1n Liverpool. Mss Moodie is Esmeralda, 
and Mr Brooke Claude Frollo. 


Hontoway’s Ointment anpd Pitis.—Lum- 
bago, rheamatisa, tic doloreux, all excruciating 
paina of the muscles and nerves are relieved 
with astonishing rapidity by the use of this ex- 
traordipary Ointment. The affected parts pre- 
Viously fom: nted with warm water, have only 
to be briskly rubbed with this soothing unguent 
to obtain instant ease. The Pills much assist in 
banishing the tendency to rbeumatiem, and simi- 
lar p»ivful disorders, whilst the Ointment cures 
the local ailment. The Pills remove the conati- 
tutional disturbance, and regulate every im- 
paired function of every organ throughout the 
homan frame. The cure is neither temporary 
nor superficial, but permanent and complete, and 
the disease rarely occurs, so perfect bas been the 
purification performed by these searching yet 
barmless preparations, 





“7 thank God, Ihave been s» well brought up that I can 
write my name **—2 ** Henry VI.,’’ act 4, scene 2. 





WARBURTON ’S 


SHAKSPERE COPYBOOKS. 


No. I., PRICE SIXPENCE. 





'NHE COPIES set in these BOOKS consist of care- 
| fully selected passages from SHAKSPERE'’S plays, 
so that the pupil, whilst writing the Exercises, may at 
the same time be impressed with many of the noble 
lessons inculcated by the great poet. 


Cassell, Petter, and Galpin, Ludgate Hill, London. 


PAMP Ht ILON 
Hotel and Restaurant, 


27, BRYDGES STREET, STRAND. 
UNDER ENTIRE NEW MANAGEMENI OF 


JOHN HART, 
And of the Northumberland Arms, Russell-street, 
Covent Garden. 
DINNERS A LA CARTE, 
HOT JOINTS from 12 till8. SUPPERS from 8till 1 
SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, &e. ee 
WINES, SPIRITS, AND CIGARS OF THE 
FINEST QUALITY. 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 
BASS’S Ales, REID'S Celebrated Stout, and Fine Scote 
Ales, on draught. 


GOOD BEDS. 





en tt 2 Al AT a tat 
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WATLIOMAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH 


HOLBORN. 


‘HIS POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, anp ELEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 


| EVERY EV 


ENING for 


CONCERT AND DANCING. 
Every attention is paid to ensure tne comfort of visitors. 


The well-known Excellent BAND plays nightly selections of the newest and best Compositions, including th® 
Princess Louise Waltz, Lord of Lorne Lancers, and Bride of Lorne Quadrilie. 


Doors open at Half-past Eight. 
Admission throughout 
Musica] Director, Mr. W. 


Close at Twelve o'clock. 
the establishment 1s. 
M. PACKER, R.A.M. 





THEATRE 20YAL 


SOLE LESSEE 


ADL-RS W_HLLS. 


AND PROPRIETOX—MR F. BELTON 


AST Night but one of the season previous to the production of the grand comic Christmas pantomime on Sat- 


urday evening, Dec. 23. This evening, the bistori 


cal drama of CATHERINE HOWARD. Messrs F. 


Belton, J. Collier, C. H. Fenton, Lewis Ball, Sanger, Warrener, Fourness Rolfe, Milo, Blyde, Dennison, Merer, 


Hastings, jun. ; Miss Emma Austin, Miss Alice Austin, 


Mrs G Hodson, Miss Hargreaves, Miss Cowle. Wed- 


nesday, Dec. 13, engagement of the celebrated tragedienne, Miss Bouverie (from the ‘Theatres Royal, Haymurket, 


Princess’+, &c.), who will a pear, for this night only, in the character of HAMLET. Ophelia 
Wilton (by the kind a ge of Miss Marie Wilton, Mrs Bancroft). 


Acting-manager, Mr J. Hurlstone, 


y Miss Blanche 
Doors open at 6,30; commence at 7. 





IANOFORTE, SINGING, HARMONIUM, and 
CONCERTiNA. SIGNOR CARLO MINASI, | 
Of the Royal Academy, Naples, and Professor of Music 
of 15 years’ Continental experience, wishing to increase 
his connection, wil be happy to give instruction in any ; 
of the above-mentioned acc.mplishments, upon moderate | 
terms, and alse to train pupils for Public Performances. 
Many of his pupils have achieved great successes in the 
Conc rt Room and the Music Hall, aud mazy of the 
Nobility aud Gentry are willing to give reference as to 
the ability with which he has instructed them, 
N.B.—Signor Minasi’- compositions being so well 
known, no reference is requiced. He is happy at any 
time to supply artistes with original words and music 
suitable to their various lincs «{ bus:ness, on terms to 
be arranged between them, either for singing right or 
exclusivee opyright. Address, 27, COLLEGE PLACE, 
CAMDEN !IOWN. 
Laabroke Theatre. 
EXT MONDAY, revival otf the BEAUX STRA- 
‘TAGEM. Mrs Sullen, Lilly French; Dorinda, 
Lizzio Lawrence; Lady Bountiful, Fanny Morelle; 
Cherry and Gipsy, Alice Hilton (of D. L.) ; Gibbet, 
Jessie Wilkinson. Messra Sandford, Gaston, Thurlow, 
J. Knight, Danbridge, and W. Nicholls. W. N., 83, 
Blenheim-crescent, W. 








REELIGH I, the NEW MAGAZINE, I1s., ready. 


Madame Tussauu’s Exhibition Baker-street. 


N VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED 
PORTRAIT MODELS of CELEBRITIES and 
characters of the present and past times; amongst them 
portrait models of the late GEORGE PEABODY, Esq., 
the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA- 
PARTE, Also, the entire line of English Kings and 
Queens from Willi:m the Conqueror. 
New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
TOW ADDED a magnificent marriage group of 
H.R.H. the Princess LOUISE and the Marquis of 
LORNE, the attire being an exact fac-simile of that 
worn in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. 
Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker- 
street Station. 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-strect. 
N VIEW, POR:RAIT MODELS of the EM- 
PEROR and EMPRESS of the FRENCH and 
PRINCE IMVERIAL; also Marshal Bazaine, Mac- 
shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &c. 
Admission, 1s, ; children under ten, 6d, ; extra rooms, 
6d —Open from 9 a.m, till 10 p.m 








Advocates affirmative Freethought and the ** higher 
Pantheism.” No. 2 contains: ‘‘Oken,” John A. 
Heraud ; ** The Middle Ages,’’ William Maccall ; ‘ Pro- 
gress in the Church,’ Dr Sexton; “ Behind the Cur- 
tain,’’ Miss Edith Heraud; ‘ Wisdom of the Uni- 
verse,”” Richard Bedingfield ; Poem, P. B. Marston ; 
“ Age of Man,’’ Miss ryton; Anti-Darwinian Paper, 
Dr Hitchman; Reviews, Poems, ce. Burns, 15, 
Southampton-row, W.C, 

Kejoice, ye Children of the ‘Lhespian Art. 

‘,AMUEL MAY, ‘lheatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 

Covent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies and 
Gentlemen engaged in AMATEUR PhRFORM- 
ANCES for the SALE or ALRE of STAGE COs- 
TUME. A large a-sortr.ent ot every necessary for the 
same. WARDROBES MAIE TO ORDER,  Per- 
sons about to follow tue eer will do well to give 





Mr MAY an order fo outfit ; costume, elegance, 
economy, and punctualgfy all studied, Mind the address, 


SAMUKL MAY; 36, BOW STREKT. 


King’s Cross Theatre 
| ay be engaged by Amateurs, with all the modern 
M improvements and decorations, on reasonable terms, 
Instruction rendered with a Apply to John 
Dryden, 7, Euston-road, N.W. 





| The Stage. The Stage. 

ADIES and GENTLEMEN prepared for the Dra- 
a; matic Profession and Engagements procured. Ad- 
dre-s, stamped envelope for reply, to EpwiN REYNOLDS, 
‘Tragedian, 44, Sun-street, Finsbury. 

Amateur performances superintended and acknow- 
ledged. Stage business taught, 

N.B.—Members wanted for a new Dramatic C'™b. 


- 
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